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BRIBE, INPORMAL DESCRIPTION OF UK-BET JZF AN TALKS IN LON- 
DON THIS WEEK, DETAILED UK APPROACH TO NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
GUATEMALANS AUAITS MINISTERIAL APPROBATION AND WILL BE 
COMMUNICATED TO USG LATER THIS MONTH. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BELIZE PREMIER PRICE ACCOMPANIED BY MINISTERS SHOMAN 
AND COURTNEY VISITED LONDON JANUARY 5-7 TO DISCUSS PREPA- 
RATIONS POR PORTHCOMING TALKS BETWEEN BRITAIN AND GUATE- 
MALA ON BELIZE'S FUTURE. PATRICK DUPE, HEAD OP ECO 
ATLANTIC AND WEST INDIAN DEPARTMENT, BRIEPED EMBASSY OP- 
PICER JANUARY 9 ON THE RESULTS OP THE CONVERSATIONS. THE 
BELIZEAN DELEGATION MET SEVERAL TIMES WITH PARLIAMENTARY 
UNDER SECRETARY TED ROWLANDS. ON WEDNESDAY, ROWLANDS 
LEFT TOWN ON A LONG-PLANNED TRIP AND DUPE STRESSED THAT 
SUGGESTIONS COMING OUT OP THE CONSULTATIONS THEREPORE RE- 
MAIN SUBJECT TO ROWLANDS' PINAL APPROVAL. FOREIGN SECRE- 
TARY CALLAGHAL, WHO HAS VERY PRECISE NOTIONS ABOUT THE 
BELIZEAN DISPUTE, HAS OP COURSE NOT YET ACCEPTED ANY OP 
THE EMBRYONIC PROPOSALS. WITHOUT MINISTERIAL APPROVAL, 
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DUPF WAS UNDEPSTANDABLY RELUCTANT TO BE DETAILED ABOUT 
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THE UK-BELIZEAN DISCUSSIONS. HE EXPECTS A DEFINITE UK 
POSITION TO DEVELOP WITHIN A WEEK OR SO AND THAT THIS 
POSITION WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO THE USG. FOR THE MOMENT 
HOWEVER, THE INGREDIENTS ARE NOT "PROPERLY COOKED." 

2. IN BROAD CONVERSATION, DUFF NEVERTHELESS GAVE SOME 
OF THE OUTLINE OF WHAT TRANSPIRED DURING PRICE'S TRIP. 

THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT TALKS WITH THE GUATE- 
MALANS SHOULD BEGIN DURING THE SECOND WEEK IN FEBRUARY, 
PROBABLY IN NEW ORLEANS. TO GIVE THE CONFERENCE LESS OF 
A SENSE OF DEHA VU AND MORE OF AN EXTRA CHARGE, THE 
BRITISH MAY PROPOSE THAT ROWLANDS PERSONALLY LEAD THE UK 
DELEGATION AND THAT FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA AND PREMIER 
PRICE REPRESENT THEIR GOVERNMENTS. SUCH HIGH-LEVEL REP- 
RESENTATION MIGHT ALSO SIGNAL TO THE GUATEMALANS THE IM- 
PORTANCE HMG ATTACHES TO REAL PROGRESS IN THE DISCUSSION 

3. DUFF IMPLIED THAT THE UK NEGOTIATING PACKAGE WILL 
NOT CONTAIN ANY STARTLING NEW PROPOSITIONS. A SERIES OF 
DRAFT TREATIES DEALING WITH PORT ACCESS. FREE TRANSIT OF 
GOODS, TERRITORIAL WATERS, ETC. HAVE BEEN COMPOSED TO 
AVOID LANGUAGE WHICH THE GUATEMALANS MIGHT FIND PROVOCA- 
TIVE. NEW WORDING WOULD CENTER ON "SECURITY " OR 'MUTUAL 
SECURITY ' BETUEEN GUATEMALA AND BELIZE RATHER THAN MAT- 
TERS OF "RECOGNITION." 

4. HMG HAS NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER, AS A GESTURE OF 
GOOD FAITH, TO REDUCE ITS GARRISON IN BELIZE PRIOR TO 
NEGOTIATIONS. FROM DUFF'S BRIEFING, ONE HAD THE IMPRES- 
SION THAT THE FOREIGN OFFICE AND MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
HERE DO NOT SEE EYE TO EYE ON THE ISSUE. DUFF SAID THAT 
IF THE GARRISON CONCLUDES IT IS MILITARILY SECURE THEN 

HMG WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER SOME LIMITED REDUCTION. 
FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA'S PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF THE SUB- 
JECT, INSINUATING THAT SUCH A REDUCTION IS AN INFORMAL 
PRECONDITION TO TALKS, DOES NOT HELP HMG MOVE TOWARDS A 
FAVORABLE DECISION, ACCORDING TO DUFF. 

5. TWO IMPORTANT ISSUES DID NOT RECEIVE MUCH ATTENTION 
IN THE UK-BELIZEAN DISCUSSION, DUFF SAID. FIRST, A UK 
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SECURITY GUARANTEE IS IN THE FRONT OF BELIZEAN MINDS, 

BUT THE FCO REITERATED ITS LONG-STANDING POLICY ON THE 
SUBJECT AND THE TOPIC WAS DROPPED. SECOND, THE PARTICI- 
PANTS DID NOT DISCUSS POSSIBLE TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS. 

THE BELIZEAN VIEW IS WELL KNOWN HERE, DUFF SAID, AND THE 
UK IS STILL UNCOMFORTABLE AND UNSURE ON THE ISSUE. 

6. DUFF’S BRIEFING SHOULD NOT BE DISCUSSED OUTSIDE US 
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